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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

I'd like to start out saying it feels a little strange 
NOT typing in a President's Message from Ron Hill 
After all the years, on again, off again, that Ron 
has served SACO, he's a hard act to follow. We 
are fortunate that he continues to serve in an 
ex-officio capacity, making his years of SACO 
experience available to the Board and committees 

The change of President is not the only change 
affecting SACO this year. You’ll notice that this 
newsletter has added "Adriatic Heritage" to its 
name, which emphasizes that SACO stands for 
the Slavic-American CULTURAL Organization. 
During the past couple of years, Ron and 1 have 
discussed the fact that the changes taking place 
in "the Old Country" are cutting off or destroying 
records and cultural elements of both national 
and family history. Several younger members 
of our community have realized that if they are 
to learn and pass on to future generations the 
histories of "Who we are and where we come 
from", they had better start now. because if they 
wait any longer, the records and memories of 
their ancestors may be lost forever. 

Therefore, the SACO Board intends to get back to 
a focus on our Cultural Heritage. I have talked to 
Adam Eterovich. the reknown Genealogist, and he 
is willing to come here for a Family History work¬ 
shop. We are also looking into once again bringing 
in aTamburitzan group for a Fundraiser as we 
used to do. We are also planning an "Old Country" 
cooking class for later in the year, for those of 
you who would like to learn (or share) how to make 
some of the ethnic specialties passed down through 
generations of families. 

And perhaps most important we are extending an 
invitation the those who share our Heritage to get 
involved. This issue of the newsletter is being sent 
to the broader Slavic-American community. If you 
have never been a part of SACO, please join us for 
our next events to see what we have to offer. And 
if you've drifted away from membership, now is 
the time to come back. There is a list of events and 
committees following this letter. Take part. Become 
an active member sharing our Adriatic Heritage. 

The other Board members and I look forward to 
meeting you at the KUPUS Dinner and/or one of 
the other SACO activities this coming year 



1997 Calendar Meetings and Events 


January 30 

Board Meeting 

February 23 

KUPUS & Anniversary 

March 16 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 

? 

May'> 

Lamb & Mac Dinner 

June 

(Mello Center Event 

Scholarship Fundraiser?) 

July 6 

BBQ 

August 

(Family History Workshop?) 

September M 

Heritage Fair? 

October 

(Old Country Cooking Workshop?) 

November 9 

Board Meeting / Ethnic Potluck 

December H 

Christmas Party 


Committees 

Executive 

Scholarship (includesspecial fundraising) 
Membership (includeOutreach) 

Publicity 

Program 

Decorations 

Cooking 

'Ith of July BBQ 
Christmas Dinner 

Historical/Archivist (include Genealogy) 

Possible Projects 

SA(X) Cookbook 

Genealogical Workshops 

Ethnic Fair (Food/Arts/Music/etc.) 

Handmade Christmas Stockings for Shelter Children 



President: 

Dale Skillicorn 724-2900 

VicePresideat: 

Andy Gulermovich 722-7199 

Treasurer: 

JuneZupan 724-4070 

Recording Secretary: 

Geri Heebner 72S-2666 

Financial/ 

Corresponding Secretary: 
,NinaMatulich 724-7971 
















lolpourri 

by Babe Brautovich Hill 


What a Christmas Party. I ll bet there 
were 130 people attending. We haven't 
had that many in a long time. If you 
weren't there you don't know that new 
officers were introduced. They were 
Dale Skillicorn, President; Andy 
Gulermovich, VicePres.; JuneZupan, 
Treas.; Nina Matulich. Corres, Secty.; 

Jeri Heebner, Rec. Secty. Thanks for 
filling the gaps. We need good members 
like you. Thanks again ... Thanks go 
out to Slavica & Steve Zalac. Betty Jones. 
Zadravec. Zupan. Harold and Mark Farris 
for doing all the committee work ... 
Welcome to Chuck Borsos. He was a great 
addition to the music, and a great help 
to our “FANTASTICS" Steve Zalac and 
George Zadravec. We are back to 2 Z "s 
and a "B.' We now have 3 "FANTASTICS" 

... Outstanding! A atanding ovation for 
Ron. well deserved. Cindy Norman s 
trophy clock for Ron. Over the hill gang 
Pete Bilcich, Walt and Elsie Matt. Raffle 
winners Roessler. Puhera. Banovac. 
Siefke. Moresco. Goodwin, Justus, Zupan, 
Scurich, Hill, Vukasovich ... Relatives 
& Friends attending: Cindy Norman, Liz 
Meidl. Patty Harney, Jane Fitzgivens, 
Julie Prendergast, Zar, Grogan. Ragganti, 
Slavica Vukovich, Jan Shaffer. Jan 
Kowalkowski... I wonder whatever 
happened to the Radio Station that 
Watsonville was supposed to get??? 
j ... A few names in passing; Garcia, 
Mawinovich, Clough, Basich, Reseiar, 
Lipponovich. Gizdich. A special Hello 
to Marge Stocking. Backovich. Kesovia. 
Strazicich. Rad in. Madsen. Meyers. 
Dicicco, Soldo, jurickovich, Deretich. 
Smaljon, Lukrich, Radovich, Benich, 
Cernokus. Knego. Vukich, Tabasa. Silva. 
Miljas. Korach, Carrol. Romovich. Kralj. 
Burdick. Moresco. Ukestad, Tovaraz 
.. . One last thing in passing: How many 
of you knew that LUCE BASOR made the 
prikl. Thai's John's mother. Thank you. 
Luce. That's the first I've had in years. 

1 really must go now. 


- SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS - 
THEY SUPPORT US! 

Please let our advertisers know' you’ve seen their ad 
in the Kalifornski. Their advertising dollars keep this 
newsletter going. 


Payless Carpets 



1010 Freedom Boulevard 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
Phone: (408) 722-7199 
FAX: (408) 722-7204 


Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 


p^i'N'ci'ng 


22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076 « 






Cocktail Lounge of Watsonville 
HOME COOKED SPECIALS DAILY 

’WE FEATURE SEAFOOD 

o LUMCH 
a DIMrtER 
Banquet Facllllies 
^o^ 100 people 





526 Main Street, Watsonville 

(408) 724-5153 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 




Toodle 000.... 










































A few years ago we started a series on local businesses owned by people with Adriatic Heritage 
like auto dealersFranich. Pelich. Zar . apple growers Scurich, Franich, Slolich. Braycovich, 
Bulier. etc ... and many more in many other types of businesses. My health at the time brought an 
end to that, but now we have a perfect opportunity to get back to that kind of information through 
this newsletter. Starting with the next issue, we will bring you articles about such things 


And that makes this a good time to say let's not forget to support those local businesses still owned by 
members of our common culture. A good example is Pete Derpich and Bob Zlendich at the Miramar 
During this Easter season they are serving that old favorite cod stew. Baclara. every Friday night 
(and forgive me if I've mis-spelled that). 


And speaking of restaurants, we already have an article submitted by John Haidich about 
approximately!00 people from the Adriatic island of Mljet who operated restaurants in the Monterey 
area between 1910 and the end of World War II. That will be run in our next issue So start 
submitting your own material about people and events relating to our Adriatic Heritage whether 
about your family, businesses, music and art. food, costumes, etc., here or back in the "Old Country." • 
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REMINDER 


YOUR SLAVIC AMERICAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION ANNUAL 
DUES ARE NOW DUE: 


SINGLE 


FAMILY 


PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SACO AND MAIL TO 



1 






SACO 

P.O. BOX 226 

WATSONVILLE, CA 95077 



/J THANK YOU! 


0 



































Social Hour 5 p.m. / Dinner at 6;30 p.m 


MENU; Kupus, Kobasica. Ham, Bacon, Potatoes & Salad 
Home-Made Desserts 

and don't forget to bring a raffle item 
and/or dessert, if you want to help 
make this a great SACO get-together! 
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oo KUPUS DINNER 
Sunday, February 23, 1997 

Watsonville Seniors Center 
I 14 East Fifth Street 








Something for the kids! 

K5l</(5rE9Ei> E©© HUM 


for SflCO member families and guests, 

at Gizdich Ranch 

55 Peckham Road 
on Carlton 






30 p.m., Sunday, Narclhi 16 


Bring a picnic lunch. 
Relan mith family and friends. 
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JOIN US TODAY 

SACO was established in 1979 as a non-profit club 
witlioul political or religious ties for the sole purpose 
of bringing together interested persons to make known 
and to preser\'e our Slavie heritage. 

A year-round series of programs and events has 
proven an enjoyable way for SACO to provide its 
focus on Slavic heritage. Such activities include 
picnics, lectures and slide presentations on our 
historic culture, plus potluck and sitdown dinners. 
We also publish a bi-monthly newsletter, THE 
KALIFORNSKI, full of interesting articles, 
recipes, and news of our area's Slavic community. 
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Our meetings may include a potluck, special dinner, |j 
films, dancing, and raffles, plus we hold an annual (j 
July barbeque. g 

B 

Won't you accept our invitation to join us? We're sure 
you'll soon find SACO to be one of your favorite 
clubs. 


Our dues are as follows: 

Single membership . $12 

Family membership . $18 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:_Birth date:_ 

Husband:_ _ 

Wife: _ _ 

Address:_ 

Phone number._ 

Interests:_ s_ 


Slavic Background:_ 


ATTENTION: 

THE KALIFORNSKI is your publication. If there is 
anything in particular that you would like to sec in 
any future issues, please don't hesitate to contact us. 
If you have any subjects relating to Slavic heritage or 
about Slavs, here or abroad, that you would like to 
share or sec published in this newsletter, please let us 
know. We would appreciate your input in publishing 
this newsletter each month. If you have any questions 
or suggestions, please contact u.s: 

Dale Skillicom and 
Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicom 
do Rapid Offset Pointing 
22 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408) 724-2900 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

1. Trips by SACO members 

2. Visitors froi.i the Old Country' 

3. Newspaper or magazine articles about 
Slavs, local or abroad 

4. Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by SACO members 

5. Civic or cultural contributions by 
Slavs 

6. Slavic recipes 

7. Slavic songs, poetry or stories 

8. Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

9. Slavic stories for children 

10. Anything you think might be of 
interest to SACO members 

DEADLINE 

A DEADLINE has been set for the 10th of the 
month prior to publication. Issues will be published 
for April/May, June/July, Augusl/September, Octo¬ 
ber/November, December/January and February/ 
March. If 1 don't have the information in time, I will 
not be able to publish it until the next issue. 























A FEW INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT “THE OLD COUNTRY” 

Submitted by Zarko Radich 
Translated by Frances Basich 
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123 Adults and 8 Children 
attended the 
Christmas Dinner 
on December 15th. 




The biggest fresh water fish in Yugoslavia 
is moruna (sturgeon-beluga). It can be caught 
in llic Danube river. It can reach length of 
6in (19 feet) and weigh up to 800 kg (1800 
pounds). High grade caviar is made from its 
roc. 

Our most famous mausoleum was built in 
tribute to Petar Petrovi<5-NjegSs, Monte- 
negrian Bishop and poet, on the plateau of 
Lovden mountain. Other such well known 
monuments include those which honor the 
Radic' family from Cavtat and Petrinovic' 
family from Supetar. on the island of Brae'. 
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Bel¬ 
grade is another famous mausoleum. 

0 - 

■Although credit for issuance and use of 
the first postage stamp is given to Englishman 
Ronald Hill, the conception and actual design 
belongs to Lovrenc Ko^ir, born 1804 in 
Slovenia. He developed this idea in 1836 
while in Vienna, Austria, but his postage 
stamp was rejected by Austrian authorities. 
Kosir then notified Englishman Galvey, 
who accepted the idea and was instrumental 
in getting the first stamp issued in England 
on May 6, 1840. The stamp was coined the 
“black penny” and bore the image of Queen 
Victoria. 

The deepest canyon in Europe is the canyon 
of the river Tara in Montenegro. It is the 
second deepest in the world, after tlie Grand 
Canyon in Colorado. Tara is also one of the 
clearest rivers in the world. Through 5m 
(16 feet) of water, you can clearly see the 
bottom of the river. 

- 0 - 

Believe it or not, the first car in the “Old 
Country” was a used one! The very first 
automobile ran througli the streets of Zagreb 
in April, 1901. It was an old “Opel” bought 
in Vienna by Zagreb merchant Ferdinand 
Budidki for 4000 krowns. 

■O' 

The oldest pharmacy in Europe is on the 
Stradun in Dubrovnik! 

■ 0 - 

The vineyards in Sreni arc first mentioned 
in records dating back over 1600 years to 
^32 A n 




THANK YOU 

for the delicious cakes and cookies 
you brought for the December 15th 


Christmas Dinner: 

Luce and Jelka Basor 
Mary Burdick 
Lucille Deretich 
Mita Gizdich 
Joan Jurickovich 
Alice Krali 
Mary Lipanovich 
Nina Matulich 


Ann Moresco 
Jo Puhera 
Jenny Smoljan 
Helen Ukestad 
Jacqueline Zadravec 
Slavica Zalac 
June Zupan 



Airlines / Tours / Cruises / Trains/Hotel & Car Reservations 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p. 

Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

948 E. Lake Avc. 

“East Lake Village” 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

(408)728-7766 
Prijevodi, pisanje i oyjere dokumenta, garaneije, itd. 













No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KALIFORNSKI. 
please let us know. Wc publisli tliis for you. tlie member¬ 
ship. and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch witli SACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing. 22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 9.S076 - 
(408)724-2900. 

Dale Skillicorn and Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 


THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville. CA. 95077 


CALENDAR 



February 23 

SACO’S Birthday 
and LUPUS Dinner 




March 16 

Easier Egg Hunt 


Support our advertisers. 

. They help sup^port SACO - - 




DATED MATERIAL - Please Rush. 









































